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agency, the corporate community, the foun-
dation community, the religious community,
and every host government of a developing
nation must do its part to provide the leader-
ship and resources necessary to turn this tide.
It can and must be done.

There is currently no vaccine or cure for
HIV/AIDS, and we are at the beginning of
a global pandemic, not the end. What we see
in Africa today is just the tip of the iceberg.
There must be a sense of urgency to work
together with our partners in Africa and
around the world, to learn from both our fail-
ures and our successes, and to share this ex-
perience with those countries that now stand
on the brink of disaster. Millions of lives—
perhaps hundreds of millions—hang in the
balance. That is why this legislation is so im-
portant.

I wish to thank and congratulate our con-
gressional partners who worked hard to make
this bipartisan legislation a reality: Rep-
resentatives Leach, Lee, LaFalce,
Gejdenson, Gilman, Jackson-Lee, Maloney
of New York, and Pelosi, and Senators Kerry,
Frist, Biden, Boxer, Durbin, Feingold,
Helms, Leahy, Moynihan, and Smith of
Oregon.

While I strongly support this legislation,
certain provisions seem to direct the Admin-
istration on how to proceed in negotiations
related to the development of the World
Bank AIDS Trust Fund. Because these pro-
visions appear to require the Administration
to take certain positions in the international
arena, they raise constitutional concerns. As
such, I will treat them as precatory.

The United States has been engaged in the
fight against AIDS since the 1980s. Increas-
ingly, we have come to realize that when it
comes to AIDS, neither the crisis nor the
opportunity to address it have borders. We
have a great deal to learn from the experi-
ences of other countries, and the suffering
of citizens in our global village touches us
all. The pages of history reveal moments in
time when the global community came to-
gether and collectively found ‘‘the higher an-
gels of our nature.’’ In a world living with
AIDS, we must reach for one of those his-

toric moments now—it is the only way to
avoid paying the price later.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 19, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 3519, approved August 19, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–264.

Statement on School Overcrowding
August 21, 2000

This year a record 53 million children will
enroll in American schools, according to a
new report released today by U.S. Secretary
of Education Richard W. Riley. Over the last
10 years, our public schools have grown by
6.6 million students, resulting in over-
crowded classrooms and strained school fa-
cilities. To meet the needs of America’s
growing student population, we need to build
new schools and modernize existing ones.

For too long, the Republican leadership
in Congress has failed to act on tax breaks
proposed by my administration to build and
modernize 6,000 schools. They have also
failed to pass my proposal to fund urgent re-
pairs such as leaky roofs, faulty fire alarms,
and inadequate furnaces at 25,000 schools
across the country. I remain strongly com-
mitted to working with Members of both par-
ties to help create safe and modern places
for America’s students to learn. Our children
deserve no less.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Responsibility Under the Open-
market Reorganization for the
Betterment of International
Telecommunications (ORBIT) Act
August 21, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Responsibility Under
the Open-market Reorganization for the
Betterment of International
Telecommunications (ORBIT) Act

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States
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